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Smith, Ashleigh, ECECD

From:
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 10:10 AM
To: ECECD-ECS-PublicComment
Subject: [EXT] Comments on • 8.9.8 NMAC – Social Services - REQUIREMENTS FOR FAMILY INFANT 

TODDLER EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES
Attachments:  Recommended Changes to FIT Regulations-May2021.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I have reviewed the revisions to the NM FIT Program regulations and am submitting the 
attached comments and recommendations. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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Office phone:      
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 Recommendations for Changes to the FIT Regulations -  Submitted May 12, 2021 
 
P. Definitions beginning with the letter “P” 
Comment: Physical/motor development also includes “sensory motor” development. 
Recommend: Add the words “sensory motor”. 
(6)  “Physical/motor development” means the progressive changes to a child’s vision, hearing, gross and 
fine motor development, sensory motor, quality of movement, and health status. 
 
H. Supervision of early intervention personnel providing direct services. 
Comment: This part in the regulations that refers to reflective supervision in specific is not consistent 
with what is written in the FIT Definitions and Standards. It is also not consistent with references to 
“supervision” in other parts of the regulations. Subcontractors are “independent contractors” not staff 
and therefore should be responsible for obtaining supervision consistent with the requirements of their 
licensing and regulatory boards for their disciplines. 
Recommend: Change the wording to be consistent with the wording in the FIT Service Definitions and 
standards as seen below.   
Current wording: H. Supervision of early intervention personnel. 
(1) Early intervention provider agencies shall ensure that developmental specialists and therapists (employees 
and subcontractors) and family service coordinators receive monthly planned and ongoing reflective 
supervision. 
(2) The early intervention provider agency shall maintain documentation of supervision activities conducted. 
(3)  Supervision of other early intervention personnel shall comply with the requirements of other appropriate 
licensing and regulatory agencies for each discipline. 
Recommend change in wording to read:  Developmental Specialists, including sub-contractors, must receive 
reflective supervision at least once a month. Sub-contractors must find their own supervision, if the agency does not 
provide this for them. Supervision of therapists and other early intervention personnel is provided according to their 
licensing board’s requirements 
 

F. Evaluation 

(15) If, based on the evaluation conducted the evaluation team determines that a child is not eligible, the 
evaluation team must provide the parent with prior written notice, and include in the notice information 
about the parent’s right to dispute the eligibility determination through dispute resolution mechanisms 
such as requesting a due process hearing or mediation or filing a State complaint. 
Comment:  The “evaluation team” is not responsible for giving Prior Written Notice to families in any 
other part of the regulations.  
Recommend:  Replacing the words “evaluation team” with the words “Family Service Coordinator” 

(15)  If, based on the evaluation conducted the evaluation team determines that a child is not eligible, 
the Family Service Coordinator evaluation team must provide the parent with prior written notice, and 
include in the notice information about the parent’s right to dispute the eligibility determination through 
dispute resolution mechanisms such as requesting a due process hearing or mediation or filing a State 
complaint. 

F: Evaluation 
[(13)] (12) Parents shall receive a copy of the evaluation report and shall have the results and recommendations of the 
evaluation report explained to them by a member of the evaluation team or a member of the [family service coordinator] 
IFPS team, with prior consultation with the evaluation team.  
 
Comment:  IFSP is spelled IFPS and needs to be corrected  
Recommend: Correction  [(13)] (12) Parents shall receive a copy of the evaluation report and shall have the 
results and recommendations of the evaluation report explained to them by a member of the evaluation team or a 
member of the [family service coordinator] IFPS IFSP team, with prior consultation with the evaluation team.  
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Sec. Groginsky: 
 
Per the instructions given me by the leadership of the House Republican Caucus, I am attaching a document that 
contains the official comments of six members of the Caucus in regards to the upcoming rulemaking involving the 
Families Infant Toddler (FIT) program. 
 
Please add these official comments to your formal consideration of the proposed rule changes.  
 
If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact these state legislators or myself. 
 
Thank you for your attention in this important matter. 
 
                                                         
 

 
House Republican Caucus Staff 
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